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Welcome to Mulberry Academy St Leonards
Dear Parent/Carer and New Year 7 Student,

We hope that you are well and have had an enjoyable and restful summer break, ready for your exciting
new start at Mulberry Academy St Leonards.

We are delighted to welcome you and your child to the academy. Starting secondary school is an exciting
milestone, and we want to make sure that your child’s first few days are positive, welcoming and
memorable. | wanted to write to you with some important information about the first few days and the
exciting plans we have in place to support your child’s transition.

Your first day at school will be Friday 4th September 2026. The school day begins at 8:40am, with the

gates opening from 8:30am. On the first day, we will open the Astroturf Gate from 8:20am to ensure a

smooth and stress-free start. Students should make their way directly to the Sports Hall, where they will
line up with their tutor group, just as they did during the taster days.

On your first day, you will need to wear your full academy uniform.

You will meet your Form Tutor, whose role is to look after the day-to-day wellbeing of the students in their
tutor group and to develop strong and positive relationships based on trust, mutual respect and
understanding. Tutors will get to know the students and families in their tutor group and will be the first
point of contact for any concerns or questions that you may have. Our aim is to ensure that your child’s
journey through Year 7 is as smooth, successful and enjoyable as possible, with clear and effective
communication between home and school.

Day 1 — Friday 4th September

8:20 - 8:40 — Arrival — Sports Hall

8:40 — 9:00 — Assembly — Sports Hall — Official Welcome to MASL

9:00 — 10:30 — Lesson 1 — Biometric fingerprinting for the cashless system, tutor activities, including
group photographs and a tour

10:30 — 11:10 —- BREAK 1

11:10 — 12:40 — Lesson 2 — With your tutor

12:40 - 1:20 - BREAK 2

1:20 — 2:55 — Lesson 3 — Fire drill locations and ‘Feel Good Friday’ Assembly

2:55 — End of Day — Students will be dismissed from the Main Hall.
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Monday 7th to Wednesday 9th September — Year 7 Transition Activities
From Monday 7th to Wednesday 9th September, Year 7 students will participate in a variety of activities
provided by a company called Wise Up.

This programme provides an exciting alternative to a residential experience and is a fantastic progression
from the taster days and summer school. It has been designed to further support students as they make
the transition to secondary school.

Across the three days, students will have opportunities to collaborate, communicate and connect,
helping them to settle into their new environment and develop positive relationships with their peers.

We have students from 21 feeder primary schools joining Year 7. Our aim is to help students meet new
people, break down social barriers and develop confidence as they begin their secondary school journey,
before becoming increasingly familiar with the academic routines and expectations of secondary school.

We know that a successful transition can have a positive impact on:
= student wellbeing
* engagement and attendance
= developing confidence in new learning environments
= building positive peer relationships
» understanding the academy’s behaviour expectations and culture

These are all vital ingredients for a successful and enjoyable secondary school experience.
On these three days, students will need to wear their academy PE kit.

Day 2 — Monday 7th September

Time Attack — Competitive Team Challenge. Working together against the clock to beat the other
teams.

All Year 7 students

8:30 — 8:40 — Arrival to your tutor room

8:40 — 9:00 — Tutor Time and group information
9:00 — 10:30 — Time Attack — Session 1

10:30 — 11:10 —- BREAK 1

11:10 — 12:40 — Time Attack — Session 2

12:40 — 1:20 - BREAK 2

1:20 — 2:55 — Time Attack — Session 3

2:55 - End of Day

Days 3 and 4 — Tuesday 8th and Wednesday 9th September

Bushcraft and Orienteering

8:30 — 8:40 — Arrival to your tutor room for registration
8:40 — 9:00 — Tutor Time

9:00 — 10:30 — Lesson 1 — Bushcraft (1) / Orienteering (2)
10:30 — 11:10 —- BREAK 1

11:10 — 12:40 — Lesson 2 — Bushcraft (1) / Orienteering (2)
12:40 — 1:20 - BREAK 2

1:20 — 2:30 — Lesson 3 — Bushcraft (1) / Orienteering (2)
2:30 — 2:55 — Final Celebration Assembly — Day 4

2:55 - End of Day



Thursday 10th and Friday 11th September

Thursday 10th and Friday 11th September will be normal timetabled lessons, with students wearing
their full academy uniform.

Students will have the opportunity to meet some of their subject teachers and become familiar with the
routines and structures involved in both academic and practical lessons.

We are really looking forward to welcoming you and your child to Mulberry Academy St Leonards and
working closely with you to develop a meaningful partnership. Together, we can provide the support,
encouragement and expertise needed to help your child achieve their absolute best.

Thank you in advance for your support. We look forward to welcoming you and your child to the academy
and to an exciting and successful start to their Year 7 journey.

Yours faithfully

Kirsty Webb
Assistant Principal — Transition and Head of Year 7



